Environment: Meaning and Importance:

The environment is one of the most important concepts in understanding human life,
society and development. Human beings do not live in isolation; they constantly interact with
the natural, social and cultural surroundings. The quality of human life depends greatly on the
condition of the environment. Air, water, soil, forests, animals, climate, social institutions and
human-made structures together constitute the environment.

The word environment is derived from the French word environ, meaning
“surrounding” or “around.” Environment, therefore, refers to the totality of conditions and
surroundings in which living organisms exist and interact. Environment can broadly be
understood as the sum total of physical, biological, social, cultural and economic conditions
that influence the life and activities of human beings and other organisms.

It includes both living (biotic) and non-living (abiotic) elements.

1. Physical or Abiotic Environment: The physical environment consists of non-living
elements of nature, such as: air, water, soil, land, mountains, rivers, oceans, temperature,
rainfall, climate, sunlight, minerals. These elements provide the basic conditions necessary for
the existence of life.

2. Biological or Biotic Environment: The biological environment includes all living
organisms, such as: human beings, animals, birds, plants, forests, insects, bacteria,
microorganisms. These organisms interact with one another and with the physical environment,

forming different ecosystems.
Importance of Environment:

o The environment provides essential air, water and food necessary for the survival of

life.
e It provides natural resources such as land, water, forests and minerals.

e It helps to maintain ecological balance and biodiversity.

e The environment plays an important role in regulating climate and temperature.

e It provides land, water and suitable climatic conditions necessary for agriculture and
food production.

e A healthy environment ensures clean air and water, which are essential for human health
and well-being.

e It contributes to economic development through agriculture, industries, fisheries,
forestry and tourism,

e The environment provides livelihood and employment opportunities to millions of
people.

o It helps to reduce the impact of floods, soil erosion and other natural hazards.

o The environment influences the social, cultural and traditional life of human beings.

e It provides natural beauty for tourism, recreation and mental well-being.

¢ Environmental conservation promotes sustainable use of natural resources and protects
the interests of future generations,




